
Introducing SENnet 

European Schoolnet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On each slide of the presentation, there are the same three logos: the European Schoolnet logo (yellow star and blue letters), the European Commission logo (blue flag with yellow stars) and the SENnet logo (showing figures in different colours which look like balloons). 



What is SENnet? 

The Special Educational Needs Network provides 
information and support for those working to 
develop the use of technology to improve access for 
school age learners with special educational needs. 



Partners 

• European Schoolnet 
• Direção-Geral da Educação, Portugal 
• Education Group GmbH, Austria 
• INDIRE, Italy 
• Ministry of Education, Turkey 
• Information Technology Foundation for Education, 

Estonia 
• UNI•C, the Danish IT Centre for Education and 

Research 
• VDIES, Belgium  



Activities 

• Research: finding and sharing good practice 
• Digital learning resources: Improving access and 

discoverability 
• Teacher education: online ‘learning episodes’ 
• Peer networking: study visits 



1: Research 

• Practical guides 
– Integrating students with special needs into 

mainstream classrooms: the role of ICT 
– Universal Design for Learning 
– Mobile learning and inclusion (2014) 
– Innovation reports, e.g. Digital games and inclusion 

• Case studies and video clips 
– Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Estonia, Portugal, Turkey, 

United Kingdom 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The video describes the initiative IT-backpack of the municipality of Elsinore in Denmark. It shows a school building from outside and inside. The initiative described is a three weeks course in the use of the IT-backpack (a computer with utilities for reading and writing and a scanner to transfer texts to the computer). The student Tania (about 12 years old) shows how she uses the computer. She shows that she can highlight in a text what she finds important and add comments. She uses the CD-Ord function which reads the text aloud to her, for example her own essay. It helps her to find mistakes in the text. Then Tania shows how to scan a page about a history topic and have difficult words read out aloud. After that she explains that for her friends it is not a problem that she has a different computer because all children have a computer and they know that reading and writing is more difficult for her. In the last part of the video, the teacher Elisabeth Hayes and Tania are interviewed, the video showing the two of them sitting at a table together. The teacher says that the outcome of the project is that the students for example with dyslexia can follow the lessons more easily and integrate in mainstream education. 

http://www.klasse.be/tvklasse/19212- Dyslexie
http://media.videotool.dk/?vn=25_2013032510491646904829899722
http://www.universalsubtitles.org/it/videos/ZpH8u76wdRNX/info/connect-to-redi/
http://bit.ly/S5NMyN
http://youtu.be/BcArDLZg3e8
http://vimeo.com/51016779
http://www.youtube.com/user/inclusivetechnology


2: Access to digital resources 

• A new metadata application profile allied to the IMS Access 
For All specification  

• Extended vocabularies to index and improve the 
discoverability of open educational resources of particular 
value for learners with disabilities 

• Video: how vocabularies help searches 
• Tagging: adding metadata to resources in the Learning 

Resource Exchange 
• Result: over 200 hand-picked classroom resources in a range 

of languages 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the video, Madeleine Rothberg from the National Centre for Accessible Media at WGBH demonstrates the features of accessibility of the Teachers’ Domain. Teachers’ domain is a digital media library for teachers and students. The video shows the website. The speaker performs a search on the website while explaining simultaneously what she is doing. After she started the search, a list with different items appears. The speaker explains two of the items on the list in more detail (a video with captions, a document with descriptions of the pictures). Next, she points out the video “Inspect DNA Lab”. At first sight the video does not seem to be accessible to everybody because it does not have any captions. But it is accessible, as it does not have any audio at all. To capture these details the user can change the settings of his profile. There are accessibility settings at the bottom of each members’ profile. The user can for example put in the settings that he needs captions or transcriptions. If the same search is repeated then the accessibility metadata looks just the same but resources that have accessibility metadata start to pop up with more information. For example, now one video is labelled as “inaccessible to me”. Videos with captions or no audio are now shown as accessible. Now with a combination of the metadata on the resources and the preferences recorded in the profile it is possible to get much better information which resources will suit the user best. When viewing the video with captions now, the captions should come on automatically. 

http://www.a11ymetadata.org/


3: Online course modules for teachers 

• Topics: 
– Inclusion of SEN pupils in mainstream schools  
– Teaching modifications for SEN pupils 
– Design for All and Universal Design for Learning 
– The Web Accessibility Initiative and the WCAG 2.0 guidelines 
– Assistive Technology 
– Accessible Open Educational Resources and Learning Design 

• Features 
– Freely adaptable: OER, Creative Commons 
– English, Portuguese, Estonian ... 



4: Peer learning activities 
– Case studies and classroom experiences  
– Italy, Belgium, Denmark, Austria, Portugal, Estonia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The picture shows a group of about 10 people in a small village, with mountains in the background. These are some of the SENnet partners during their peer learning visit in Austria in October this year. 



5: Join in! 
• Classroom ideas, advice: sennet.eun.org 
• Mailing list and community:  sennet@eun.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The picture shows a snapshot of the SENnet website to give an idea how the project website looks like. On the shapshot, there is a picture of a girl with a computer with a computer, the text of the website is illegible.

http://sennet.eun.org
http://sennet.eun.org/about


Contacts 

• Project manager: roger.blamire@eun.org 
                                    katja.engelhardt@eun.org  
 

Project ref. 518426-LLP-1-2011-1-BE-COMENIUS-CNW 
Duration: 36 months to November 2014 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. 
This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission 

cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information 
contained therein. 
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